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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-14, 17-20, and 22 are allowed. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the 
changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may 
be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an 
amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue 
fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone 
interview with Mr. Donald M. Hendricks on 05/07/2007. 

3. Please amend the claims as attached. 

4. Please replace the following section in the specification, on Page 1, line 
3 of the application, with the following section: 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 
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This Application is a Continuation Application of and claims priority 
to U.S. Application No. 09/272,937, filed 19 March 1999, entitled 
Method and Apparatus for Computed Relevance Messaging, issued on 03 
July 2001 as U.S. Patent No. 6,256,664, which claims priority from U.S. 
Provisional Application No. 60/098,798, entitled Computed-Relevance 
Messaging with AdviceNet, filed 01 September 1998. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Mohammad A. Siddiqi whose 
telephone number is (571) 272-3976. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday -Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Nathan J. Flynn can be reached on (571) 272-1915. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is 
available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 



MAS 
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Please amend the claims as attached. 
IN THE CLAIMS: 

1. (Currently Amended) A communications system, comprising: 

an advice provider computer associated with an advice provider, 
wherein said advice provider computer which provides advisories for a 
plurality of consumer computers associated with advice consumers, 
irrespective of actual relevance of said advisories to any of said plurality of 
□dvicc consumers consumer computers and said advice consumers , each of 
said advisories comprising a relevance clause comprising criteria defined by 
said advice provider wherein said respective advisory is potentially relevant 
to a recipient; 

on advice consumer a consumer computer of said plurality of advice 
consumers consumer computers for gathering said advisories from said 
advice provider computer over a communications medium , said consumer 
computer having an associated advice consumer : 

means a mechanism for synchronizing said advisories between said 
advice provider computer and said advice consumer compute r, wherein said 
synchronization is performed through said advice consumer compute r any of 
continuously, automatically and manually, and wherein said synchronization 
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comprises maintaining a one-to-one correspondence between advisories 
stored at said advice consumer compute r with advisories located at said 
advice provider computer , by gathering new advisories that have been 
added at added by said advice provider computer since the most recent prior 
synchronization, and by deleting advisories from said advice consumer 
compute r that have been retracted by removed from said advice provider 
computer since said most recent prior synchronization; and 

a reader application associated with said advice consumer compute r 
for parsing each of said relevance clauses of said stored gathered advisories 
into a tree of subexpressions, and automatically determining relevance of 
said stored gathered advisories to any of said consumer computer and said 
associated advice consumer, wherein said determined relevance is at least 
partially based on an automatic evaluation of each subexpression of said 
tree of subexpressions said relevance c l ause by said reader application : 

wherein said associated advice consumer is advised of said stored 
gathered advisories which that are determined to be relevant by said reader 
application . 



2. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 1, wherein said reader 
application further comprises: 
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means for providing relevant advisories to said advice consumer 
without revealing any aspect of said advice consumer's identity to said 
advice provider computer . 

3. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 1, wherein relevance of said 
advisories to said advice consumer compute r is based upon any of the 
properties of said consumer on advice consumer's computer, said consumer 
computer's contents or state, or the properties of a local environment 
associated with said consumer computer. 

4. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 2, wherein said advice 
consumer computer maintains anonymity, privacy, and security by not 
revealing to said advice provider computer either that said associated advice 
consumer is interested in said advisories from said advice provider 
computer , that said advice consumer computer has received any particular 
advisory, or that said advisory is relevant to any of said consumer computer 
and said associated advice consumer. 

5. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 1, wherein said advisories 
further comprise any of humanly-interpretable content, data, and software 
tools. 
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6. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 1, wherein said advice 
provider specifies an audience for whom a particular advisory is potentially 
relevant by referring to properties of any of a consumer computer and an 
advice consumer which that are used to determine said relevance of said 
particular advisory to any of said consumer computer and said associated 
advice consumer. 

7. (Currently Amended) A communications method, comprising the steps 
of: 

storing preparing at least one advisory at an advice provider computer 
associated with an advice provider, each of said advisories comprising a 
relevance clause comprising conditions under which said respective advisory 
is potentially relevant to any of potential consumer computers and 
associated advice consumers; 

synchronizing said advisories between said advice provider computer 
and said potential odvicc consumers consumer computers anonymously 
using a network, wherein said synchronization comprises maintaining a one- 
to-one correspondence between advisories stored at said potential advice 
consumers consumer computers with advisories located at said advice 
provider computer , by gathering new advisories that have been added tey at 
said advice provider computer since the most recent prior synchronization, 
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and by deleting advisories from said potential advice consumers consumer 
computers that have been retracted by removed from said advice provider 
computer since said most recent prior synchronization, wherein said 
synchronization is performed any of continuously, automatically and 
manually through said potential advice consumers consumer computers , 
without requiring that any of said consumer computers and said advice 
consumers divulge their identity or attributes or message-related relevance 
information to said advice provider computer : 

storing said synchronized advisories at an odvicc consumer l ocotion a 
consumer computer : 

automatically parsing each of said relevance clauses of said stored 
synchronized advisories into a tree of subexpressions: and 

automatically determining at said odvicc consumer computer l ocation 
whether each of said stored synchronized advisories are relevant to any of 
said consumer computer and said associated advice consumer, wherein said 
determined relevance is at least partially based on an automatic evaluation 
of each subexpression of said tree of subexpressions for each of said 
respective relevance clauses at said odvicc consumer locotion computer . 
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8. (Currently Amended) In a system including computational devices 
connected by a communications network, a communications apparatus, 
comprising: 

specific units of advice to be shared; 

digital documents conveying said advice; 

an advice provider computer for providing said advice in the form of 
advisories for a plurality of advice consumers consumer computers , wherein 
each said advisory further comprises a relevance clause comprising criteria 
defined by sa44 an advice provider wherein said advisory is potentially 
relevant to a recipient; 

on adv i ce consumer a consumer computer of said plurality of odvicc 
consumers consumer computers for gathering said advisories from said 
advice provider computer over said communications network , said consumer 
computer having an associated advice consumer : 

moons a mechanism for anonymously synchronizing said advisories 
over said communications network between said advice provider computer 
and said advice consumer computer , wherein said advisories are potentially 
relevant to any of said consumer computer and said associated advice 
consumer, wherein said advice consumer is not required to divulge to said 
advice provider computer any of their identity, attributes and message- 
related relevance information, wherein said synchronization is performed 
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through said advice consumer computer any of continuously, automatically 
and manually, and wherein the synchronization comprises maintaining a 
one-to-one correspondence between advisories stored at the advice 
consumer computer with advisories located at the advice provider, by 
gathering new advisories that have been added fey to said advice provider 
computer since the most recent prior synchronization, and by deleting 
advisories from said adv i ce consumer computer that have been retracted by 
removed from said advice provider computer since said most recent prior 
synchronization; and 

a communications protocol for narrowly-focused targeting of said 
synchronized stored synchronized advisories to said advice consumer by 
parsing each of said relevance clauses of said stored synchronized advisories 
into a tree of subexpressions, and by automatically matching said 
synchronized stored synchronized advisories at said advice consumer 
computer for whom said synchronized stored synchronized advisories are 
potentially relevant, wherein said automatic matching is at least partially 
based on evaluating each subexpression of said tree of subexpressions for 
each of said relevance clauses at said advice consumer computer . 



9. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 8, further comprising: 
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an advice reader application associated with an advice said consumer 
computer for performing said relevance determination. 

10. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of Claim 9, wherein said relevance 
determination is automatically performed based on a combination of 
conditions, including any of hardware attributes, configuration attributes, 
database attributes, environmental attributes, computed attributes, remote 
attributes, timeliness, personal attributes, randomization, and advice 
attributes. 

11. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 9, wherein said advice 
reader application operates automatically to determine relevance. 

12. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 9, wherein said advice 
reader application associated with said consumer computer comprises any of 
compr i sing : 

a gatherer for gathering advisories to which said advice consumer 
subscribes; 

a subscription manager for entering subscriptions to advisories based 
on information in at least one advice consumer site definition file; 
an unwrapper for parsing said advisories; 
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a module for determining the relevance of said advisories, said 
determination being made either continuously, at scheduled intervals, or 
under user manual control; 

a user interface that receives relevant advisories; and 
a display and management system that displays relevant advisories for 
inspection by said advice consumer. 

13. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 8, wherein any 
information that is actually on an advice said consumer computer or 
reachable from said advice consumer computer may be used to determine 
relevance. 

14. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of Claim 8, wherein said 
advisories comprise: 

digital documents that contain an explanatory component describing in 
terms said advice consumer can easily understand the reason that said 
advisory is relevant and the purpose and effects of the action that is being 
recommended to said advice consumer. 



15. (Canceled) 
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16. (Canceled) 

17. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 1, wherein said automatic 
evaluation of said relevance clause by said reader application further 
comprises a parsing of said relevance clause into any of o tree of 
subexpressions and a method dispatch for invoking an inspector. 

18. (Previously Presented) The communications method of Claim 7, wherein 
said conditions refer to attributes associated with said potential advice 
consumers. 

19. (Currently Amended) The communications method of Claim 7, wherein 
said determined relevance is based on any of properties of on advice said 
consumer computer, contents of said advice consumer computer, a state of 
said advice consumer computer, and properties of a local environment 
associated with said advice consumer computer. 

20. (Currently Amended) The communications method of Claim 7, wherein 
said automatic evaluation of said relevance clause at said advice consumer 
computer further comprises parsing said relevance clause into any of a tree 
of subexpressions and a method dispatch for invoking an inspector. 
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21. (Canceled) 

22. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 8, wherein said evaluation 
of said relevance clause at said advice consumer computer further comprises 
a parsing of each said relevance clause into any of o tree of subexpressions 
and a method dispatch for invoking an inspector. 



